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BASED  ON  DATA   FROM  BUREAU  OF  LABOR  STATISTICS 
*  NO  HENS  SOLD  BY  ORDER  OF  THE  U.  S.  FOOD  ADMINISTRATION 


U.  S.   DEPARTMENT  OF   AGRICULTURE 


NEG.    4E598 


BUREAU   OF   AGRICULTURAL   ECONOMICS 


In  normal  times,  the  extent  tc  which  consumers  substitute  one 
protein  food  for  another  is  determined  largely  by  the  relationships 
between  prices  of  such  foods.  as  a  result  of  substitution,  prices 
of  meat  products  change  fairly  uniformly  as  the  total  consumer  de- 
MAND FOR  MEAT  CHANGES.   \VlTH  SUPPLIES  OF  "red"  MEATS  LIMITED  AND 
PRICE  CEILINGS  IN  EFFECT,  THE  INCREASE  IN  DEMAND  FOR  POULTRY  WILL 
BECOME  VERY  STRONG.   PRODUCTION  OF  POULTRY  MEAT  IN  THE  UNITED  STATES 
COULD  BE  GREATLY  INCREASED  TO  AUGMENT  THE  TCTAL  SUPPLY  OF  MEAT. 


ITEM 


^iumber  of  layers  on  farms 

Number  of  eggs  laid  per  hen  

Total  farm  production  of  eggs  

Stocks,  eggs: 

Privately  owned,  shell  

Prirately  owned,  frozen  

USDA  owned,  shell  

DSDA  owned,  frozen 

Total  

Purchases,  eggs,  DSDA: 

Dried!  

Shell,  direct  

Shell,  blue  stamp3  

liquid  egg  production^  

Dried  egg  production  

Comercial  hatchery  operations: 

Bggs  set  

Chickr,  hatched 

Receipts: 

Poultry,  dressed,  four  markets  .  .  .  . 

Poultry,  live,  Chicago' 

Poultry,  live.  New  York' 

Poultry,  live.  Midwest,  per  plant  .  .  . 

Fowl,  live,  Midwest,  per  plant   .  .  .  . 

Young  stock,  live.  Midwest,  per  plant  .  . 
Stocks,  poultry:  ' 

Broilers  

Fryers  

Roasters  

Fowls  

Turkeys  

Ducks  

Miscellaneous  and  unclassified  .  .  .  . 

Total  poultry  

Prices  received  by  farmers: 

Eggs,  per  dozen  

Eggs,  parity  price  per  dozen  

Eggs,  percen*  ^ge  of  parity 

Chickens,  per  pound  

Chickens,  parity  price  per  pound  .  .  . 

Chickens,  percentage  of  parity  .  .  .  . 

Turkeys,  per  pound  

Turkeys,  parity  price  per  pound^  .  .  . 

All  farmcomodities  (1910-14=  1001  .  . 

Chickens  and  eggs  (1910-14  =  1001  .  .  . 
Wholesale  prices,  Chicago: 

Eggs,  fresh  firsts,  per  dozen  

Live  heavy  hens,  per  pound   

live  broilers,  B.  R. ,  per  pound  .  .  .  . 

Live  roasters,  light,  W.  R. ,  per  pound  .  . 

Live  roasters,  heavy,  W.  R. ,  per  pound  .  . 
Cash  farm  income:  ' 

Total  marketings  

Poultry  and  eggs  

Price  ratios: 

'"hicago,  Broiler,  B.  R, ,  _  f  eed 

Chicago,  Light  Roasters,  W.  R. ,  -feed  .  . 

Farm,  egg  -  feed 

Farm,  chicken  -  feed 

Farm,  turkey  -  feed 

Feed  cost  per  cwt. ,  farm  poultry  ration.  . 
Wholesale  food  prices  (1935-39  =  100)  .  . 
Retail  food  prices  (1935-39  =  190)  .  .  .  . 
Prices  paid  by  farmers  including  interest 

and  taxes  (1910-14  =  100)   

Retail  prices  (3LSI; 

Roasters,  dressed,  per  pound  

Eggs,  strictly  fresh,  per  dozen  .  .  .  . 
Nonagricultural  employees'  compensation 

'193.^-30   =    100) 


STATISTICAL    SUFJMARY 


Million 
Hwnber 
Mil.  case 

l.OCO  case 
1,000  case 
1 ,000  case 
1,000  case 
1 ,000  case 


Mil.    lb. 
1,000  case 
1,000  case 
Mil.    lb. 
Mil.    lb. 

Mi llion 
Million 


Mil. 

Car 

Car 

1.000 

1,000 

1,000 


lb. 


Mil.  lb. 
Mil.  lb. 
Mil.    lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 

lb. 


Mil. 
Mil. 
Mil. 
Mil. 
Mil. 


Cent 
Cent 
Percent 
Cent 

Cent 
Percent 
Cent 
Cant 

Index  r.o. 
Index  no. 

Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 
Cent 

Mil.  dol. 
Mil.  dol. 

Lb.  feed 
lb.  feed 
lb.  feed 
lb.  feed 
lb.  feed 
Dollar 
Index  no. 
Index  no. 

Index  no. 

Cent 
Cent 

Index  no. 


AUGUST   AVERAGE 


PEl^IOD 


1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 
1931-40 


1931-40 


246 
11.  1 

7.60 

7,338 
3,  250 


10,691 


1931-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1932-40 
1932-40 
1932-40 

1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 

1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1936-40 
1936-40 
1931-40 
1981-40  I 

1931-40  1 
1936-40  I 
1936-40  I 
1936-40 
1936-40 

1936-40 
1936-40 

1936-40 
1936-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 
1936-40 
193a-40 
1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 

1931-40 
1931-40 

1931-40 


23.9 

380 

661 

17.  3 

7.8 

9.0 

9.8 

2.7 

4.4 

13.2 

11.4 

9.6 

14.8 

6S.  8 


18.4 

25.8 

71 

13.6 

14.6 

92 

14.5 

18.6 

95 

95 


18.9 
17.5 
17.8 
17.8 
18.8 

783 
74 

13.8 
14.  2 
16.  2 
12.  1 
11.8 

1.21 
93.6 
97.0 

128 

30.  2 
33.5 

90.8 


1941 


JULY 


259 
13.8 
9.94 

6,402 

5,  156 

239 

47 

11,844 

4.8 
317 
169 
40.6 


38 
30 


28.3 

371 

SS8 

16.9 

8.2 

8.  1 

6.9 

3.6 

9.4 

14.7 

20.0 

9.8 

17.2 

81.2 

25.6 
25.7 

100 
16.8 
15.2 

111 
15.8 
19.  2 

125 

127 

26.  1 
19.4 
20.0 
20.2 
22.0 

889 
94 

14.0 

14.2 

18.7 

12.  3 

11.5 

1.37 

107.  1 

106.7 

133 

33.5 
40.6 

144.6 


265 

12.  2 

8.66 

5,512 
4,661 

619 

612 
11.304 

6.5 

97 
211 
22.6 
2.9 

30.8 
19.2 

32.7 
402 
530 

22.9 
9.  1 

13.4 

9.7 
5.3 
8.9 
18.0 
12.8 
11.7 
19.0 
85.4 

26.8 

28.3 

95 

16.3 

15.5 

105 
16.  1 
19.6 

131 

130 

27.4 
19.  1 
19.8 
19.2 
19.3 

1,  101 

88 

13.5 

13.  1 
19.3 
11.7 
11.6 

1.39 
110.  2 
108.0 

136 

32.9 
42.7 

147.4 


1942 


JULY 


296 
13.9 
11.37 

7,726 

7,615 

28 

132 

16,  50 1 

13.8 

0.5 

140 

99.3 

22.4 

42 
29 

32.0 

395 

562 
24.  2 
12.  4 
10.9 

5.5 

3.3 

4.9 

21.0 

18.9 

7.3 

18.4 

79.  3 

29.5 
29.4 

100 
18.7 
17.3 

108 
18.9 
21.9 

154 

145 


Air.CST 


287 
12.8 
9.82 

6,759 

I   7,  1 10 

0 

149 

14,018 

9.0 

0.  1 

81.3 
20.9 


32.  1 
20.0 
24.5 
23.7 
24.7 

1,219 
ISO 

14.4 

14.0 

17.7 

11.2 

11.3 

1.67 

125.4 

124.6 

152 

39.8 
46.  1 

181.0 


36. 
22. 


35.  2 
421 

32.9 
12.4 
19.8 

8.0 
5.9 
7.6 
22.8 
21.  1 
9.3 

21.  1 
86.8 

32.  2 
31.7 

102 
19.6 
17.3 

113 
19.9 
21.9 

168 

156 

34.2 

22.  5 
25.7 
24.8 
24.9 


15. 
14. 
19. 
11. 
11. 
1. 
127. 


126.  1 
162 


42.0 
51.7 


"I'jifl  (if  inoctli.      Frozen  eggs  converted   to  case  equivalent. 

^Includes  purchases  for  future  delivery. 

^Adjusted  for  wastage   In  distribution. 

^Includes  production   by  egg-drying  plants   as  well  as   by  strictly  cornnercial  egg-breaking   plants. 

'Car  equivalent   of   receipts  by   freight,    truck   and  express. 

'Percentages  of  parity  for  turkeys  not  shown  because  sales  in  June  and  July  usually  account  for  less  than  5  percent 
of   annual  sales. 

'Figures  for  1941  and  1942  are  not  strictly  comparable;  figures  for  poultry  and  eggs  for  1942  are  based  on  revised 
production  data  and   include  broilers. 
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THE     POULTRY     AIJD     EGG     SITUATION 

Sunnary 

Production  of  poultry  products  in  the  United  States  in  19^3  ^s  likely 
to   surpass  the  record  output  'of  19^2,     Prices  for  the  year  ?.s  a  vfhole  will 
average  higher  than  this   year  and  cash  farn  incnrae  fron  poultry  pnd  eggs 
will   estahlish  a.  new  high  record.      Gone  further  increase  in  fead-.gredn  prices 
is  in  prospect  for  the   conin;5  year  but   the  extent  of  increase  will  "be  United 
hy  large   supplies  of  feed  including  feed  vrher>te 

Total  egg  production  in  19^+3  probatly  will  "be  fron  6   to   S  percent 
larger  than  this  year '3  output  because  of  increases  in  nunbers  of  layers. 
The  rate  of  production  per  hen  is   likely  to   continue  at  aboiit   the  19'^2  level. 
Egg  production  in  August  was  I3  percent   lr?a"^cr  th^n  a  year  earlier.      Total 
output   in  .15^2  ?dll  be  a.bout   I5  percent   la.rger  than  in  19^1.      Egg  prices   in- 
creased slightly  in  the  nonth  ending  in  nid-Septenber.      TJholesale  prices   are 
now  fron  20   to   25  percent  higher  than  a  yea.r  ago. 

A  further  increase   is   likely  in  chicken  neat  production  next  year. 
Supplies  per  capita  will  be   oy  far  the  largest   on  record,      '?ith  favorable 
ogg-fcad  and  chicken-focd  price  ratios   in  prospect,    the  nunbcr  of   chickens 
raised  to   obtain  pullets  nay  be   even  greater  in  19'-i-3   than  in  19^2,     Also,    a 
considerable  nur.iber  of  out-of-season  chicks  probably  will  be  raised  on  general 
farns   to  'jroduce  additional  neat   supplies.     On  Septenber  16   the  Secretary  of 
Agric'.--ltnrc  roconnended  the  raising  of   chicks  hatched  this  fall   to   au^nent 
nervt   c>uprl3es  in  coning  nonths,      Connercial  broiler  production  probably  will 
ccntinue   at   a  nore  nearly  constant   level   during-  19'^3   th»ii  ever  before,    since 
prices  are  likely  to   be  favorable   throughout   the   year.     Peed  v/heat   and  soybean 
neal   will  be  a.vailable  in  large   quantities   to    support   increased  chicken 
production. 


SIFTHiBm  I9U2  ■  »  !4  -        ■ 

Marketings  of  chickens  hf.ve  inore-^.se'?. -seasonably- in  recent  v/eelcs  ?.nd 
will   continue  hee.v:r  chirinc.  the  renaindor  of  the  year,     TotyJ.  s^les  fron  gen- 
eral farms   in  19^2  vdll  "be  16  to   lo  percent  in  excess  of  the  19^1  voluxic,   rith 
much  of  the  increased  quantity  coninic;  in  the  last   quarter  of  the  year.     Whole- 
sale  and  retail  prices  of  roasters  advanced  steadily  fron  last  lToven"ber  to 
Auf-Tist  19^2,      Since  August,   horever,   wholesale  prices  of  dressed  roasters 
have  declined  and  prices  of  other  classes  h?ve  heen  steady  or  increased 
slightly. 

Supplies  of   turkey  this   fall  rrill  be  about  as   large  as  last   year  and 

prices  will  continue  materially  higher*     Turkey  production  in  19'-f-3  ^^7  "^^ 

larger  than  this  year.      Sui'iplies  of  f e-^'l  are  largo  and  the  t\irkey-feed  price 

ra,tio   has  been  favorable  for  producers » 

—  September  23,   I9H2 

■    RSVIET/  OF  RSCSiTT  DE^/ZLOPLENTS 

Sales   of  Fowls  fron  Laying  Flocks 

ContiKuir-  ~  Heavier  Than  a  Year  Earlier 

ITunbers  of  la^'ers   on  farno   declined  about   9  nillion  head  fron  July  to 
Aug'ast   this  year  conparcd  with  a  decline  of  about  k  nillion  head  in  the  cor- 
responding period  in  19'41»      This  he^wicr  novcnent  was   acconpanied  by  a  large 
increase  in  receipts  at  nidwest  prinary  narkets.     In  August  receipts  at  these 
narkets  avera,ged  hk  percent  larger  thgn  last  yea.r.     Heavier  narketings  of 
fowl   in  recent  weeks  reflect  delayed  sales  of  hens,   rather  than  liquidation 
of  laying  flockso     In  earlier  nonths  farn  narketings  of  fowl  were  exceptionally 
light.     In  August  numbers  of  layers  on  farns  were  I3  percent  la,rger  than  in 
August  15^41   c^njjared  with  a  lU-i^ercent  increase  in  preceding  nonths.     With  a 
large  nuTiber  of  pullets  to  bo  added  to   laying  flocks,   nore  old  hens  nay  be 
sold  this  faJ.1  than  last  to  provide  a.dequate  housing  space  for  laying  birds 
this  winter. 

The  average  nunbor  of  eggs  laid  per  bird  in  Aug^ist   continued  the  largest 
on  record  a.nd  the  total  output  of   eggs  V7as  a,bout   I3  percent  over  a.  year  earlier. 
Total   egg  production  was  16  percent  la,rger  in  the  first  S  nonths  this  year  than 
last.     Increases  by  regions  in  the  January-August   egg  production  v/ere  as 
follows:     ITorth  Atlantic  States,    S  percent;    East  North  Central  States,   12  per- 
cent;  West  Forth  Central  States,    2k  percent;    South  Atlantic  States,    I6  percent; 
South  Central   States,   I9  percent,   and  Western  States,    9  percent. 
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storage  Stocks  of  Eggs  Reduced 

1.3  Million  Cases  During  Au.cust 

The  net  i7ithdrav/al  of  all  eggs  in  storage  during  August  was  the  equiva- 
lent of  1»5  nillion  cases.  Withdrawals  in  August  19^+1  Were  a.l)Out  a  half 
million  cases.  Use  of  eggs  for  dtying  is  responsible  in  large  pa.rt  for  the 
heavier  withdrawals  this  year  in  the  face  of  contirvaed  heavy  production.  The 
equivalent  of  atout  ^70,000  cases  of  storage  eggs  were  used  "by  egg  driers 
during  August,  a  little  less  than  25  percent  of  the  total  quantity  of  all 
eggs  used  by  driers* 

On  Septenhcr  1  stocks  of  shell  eggs  were  10  percent  la.rgcr  than  last 
year  and  stocks  of  frozen  eggs  were  up  ahout  ko   percent,  for  a  total  equivalent 
of  2,7  nillion  cases.  The  quantity  of  shell  and  frozen  eggs  earnarked  for 
drying  in  fulfillnent  of  dried  egg  contracts  for  delivery  to  the  PSCC  wa.s 
equivalent  to  about  5*3  nillion  casose 

Dried  Egg  Production  Continues  Heavy 

The  Departncnt  of  Agrirj:lture  purcha.sed  eJjout  lo5  nillion  pounds  of 
dried  egg  fron  January  1  to  m  d-Heptonhero  On  Septenher  1  corxnitnents  for 
delivery  of  a.ried  eggs  to  FSCr;  in  the  last  k   nonths  of  the  year  totaled  65 
nillion  pounds,   Uonsidera,Dle  quantities  of  dried  egg  also  are  being  produced 
for  the  nilitnry  forces^   Egg  drying  facilities  have  .been  opera,ting  at  or  near 
capacity  to  supply  all  requirements o  Production  in  August  vras   a,bout  21  nillion 
pounds,  a.nd  In  the  first  3  nonths  of  the  yeer   V7as  I5I  nillion  pounds^ 

Egg  Prices  Advance  Slightly 

y/holesale  prices  for  eggs  at  Chicago  in  nid-Septenber  were  little  dif- 
ferent fron  a  month  earlier.  Wholesale  prices  at  New  York  City,  however,  were 
increased  a,s  much  a,s  6  cents  per  dozen  for  sone  hi=Ther  grade  eggs,  a.nd  Extras 
at  San  Francisco  were  increased  rbout  5  cents  per  dozen.  In  nid-August  the 
average  price  received  by  farmers  for  eggs  in  the  United  Sta.tes  was  J)2»2   cents 
per  dozen.   This  was  102  percent  of  the  pa,rity  price  and  was  20  percent  higher 
thajn  the  price  in  nid-August  I9HI,   The  average  retail  price  of  strictly  fresh 
eggs  in  51  cities  as  reported  by  the  Bureau  of  Labor  Statistics  rose  fron  U6.1 
cents  in  July  to  51»7  cents  in  August,   The,  lowest  price  reached  this  year 
was  39»^  cents  in  April.   In  Kovcnb.^r  last  year  retail  prices  reached  a  seasonal 
high  of  51«9  cents  per  dozen. 

Receipts  of  Live  Poult ry  Running  at  Record  Level 

Farn  narketings  of  both  fov;l  and  young  chickens  have  increased  in  recent 
weeks  and  total  receipts  of  live  poultry  at  nid\7est  narkots  in  early  September 
'vvere  nearly  tv/ice  those  of  a  year  previous.  Receipts  of  young  stock  have  in- 
creased each  week  since  early  June,  and  since  July  1  have  averaged  about  5O 
percent  larger  thaji  last  year.  Receipts  of  dressed  poultry  at  four  narkets 
also  continue  larger  than  la.st  year.  Those  large  na.rketings  reflect  the  10 
percent  larger  number  of  chickens  raised  this  year  ajid  average  weights  are 
also  heavier. 


SEPTEJfflER  I9U2  ■■     -"b  - 

Into-storagc  Movenent   of  Poultry 
in  Au£ust  Larger  Than  Last  Year 

Reflecting- the  heavier  farn  np.rketinfis  of  poultry,    storage   stocks  dur- 
ing August   increased  relative  to  a  year  earlier.     The  net   into-storage  nove- 
ncnt  T/as  about  7  i-ii''-lion  pounds  conpared  with  H  nillion  p5unds  in  August 
19'+1«     On  Septenber  1  total  stocks  were  about  2  percent  larger  thaji  a  year 
earlier  and  were  the  largest  on  record  for  that  datco     The  heavy  novenent 
of  young  chickens  into   storage  accounted  for  nost  of  the  increase* 

Prices  o_f  Ro asters  Doclins;   Pili£C_s  of 
Other  C]  ar.ses  Unchanged  to  Higher 

The  average  price  received  by  farmers  for  chickens  in  nid-August  v.'as 
19*6  cents  per  pound,  II3  percent  of  parity,  Fron  nid-August  to  nid-Septenber, 
prices  of  dressed  ropsters  at  Ner  York  City  declined  slightly.  Prices  of 
dressed  light  young  chickens  F-nd  dressed  fowl  were  steady  or  increased 
slightly.  Prices  of  individual  classes  of  live  poultry  at  Chicago,  in  general,' 
were  steady  r-^.d  for  a  fc"  classes  prices  advanced  sonev^iat.  At  San  Prancisco 
prices  of  li\Ac  young  chickens  declined  ejid  prices  of  fowl  a.dvanced  moderately. 

In  nid-August  the  average  retail  price  of  roasting"  chickens  in  leading 
cities  of  the  country  was  U2.0  cents  per  pound.     Prices  of  roasters  both  at 
retail  end.  at  wholesale  hpve  increased  each  nonth  since  last  Novenber. 

OUTLOOK  -   CHICKEl^TS  AED  E&GS 

BACKC-ROUMD,-  During  the  last   2  years  connercial  hatchery 
operations  hp.vo  varied  considerably  fron  the  usual   seasonal 
pat'^crn.      In  19^1.    the  late  hatch  of  chicks  for  flock  re- 
piacenent  purposes  was  unusually  large  because  of  the  in- 
creased donand  for  chicks  in  the  middle,  of  the   season. 
Since  .July  this  year,    because  of  the  strong  denand'for  neat 
and  favorable   chicken  prices,    the  hatch  of  chicks  in  commer- 
cial broiler  a,re©s  has  been  very  large.      In  193^-^0  hatchery 
.  output  v/as  distributed  through  the  year  as  follows:      first 
quarter  32  percent;    second  quarter  59  percent;    third  quarter 
4  percent;    fourth  quarter  5  percent.     Most  hatcheries  in  the 
Mid'jest   and  in  other  a.reavS   not  producing   chicks  for   commer- 
cial broiler  production  usually  discontinue  opcra.tions  in 
the  late   spring  or  early  summer  imtil   early  in  the  follo\";ing 
year.     In  April  about  one  fourth  of  the  annual  output  of 
chicks  is  ha.tched,  vrhcroas  in  August  less  than  2  percent 
are_  hatched. 

In  19^1»   1.052  riillion  chicks  were  produced  by 
hatcheries.     In  the  first  S  months  of  I9U2  the  output 
was  12  percent  a.bove  a.  year  or.rlier. 
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Chi  chen  Slaughter  in  I9U2  At  )u.t  I3  Percent 
Lar.-'er.l'h^-n  in  ig^l 

Largely  ceceuse  of  favorpl'lo  ec,^   prices  in  the  past  year,  the  denanl 
for  chicks  for  pnllot  production  ;vas  unusually  strong  last  spring.  Pernors 
raised  shout  10  percent  no  re  chickons  on  fa,rns  this  year  than  in   19^1«  It 
is  likely  that  sales  of  chickens  fron  fa,rns  plus  those  consiixied  on  farns  vrill 
he  12  percent  larg:er  than  last  year,  or  ahout  660  nillion  head,  ['i'his  estinete 
allows  for  loss  in  hirds  that  were  on  hand  January  1,  a^nd  a  prospective  J- 
percent  increase  in  nun'i^ers  on  farns  hy  next  January  1.   Sales  fron  far:;is 
will  be  lb  percent  to  IS  percent  larger  than  in  19^1.  Much  of  the  increase 
will  toJce  place  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  yea,r,  since  narkctings  in  the 
sunmer  were  on  a  r  jduced  scale.  As  indicated  in  this  report  last  r.onth,  in- 
creases in  sales  of  chickens,  hy  rorions,  na.y  ho  ahout  as  f"llov;s:  Forth 
Atlantic,  10  porcMt;  East  STorbh  Central,  10  percent;  'vVest  ITorth  Central,  2k 
perceu-i,;  South  Atlantic,  11  pex-ccnt;  South  Central,  29  percent ;;,  a-nd  T/estern, 
o  percent. 

Eela.tionf;hi',Ts  nctwcen  young  chicken  ■.";rices  and  feed  prices  have  en- 
couraged feedin;;  to  heavier  weif^hts  than  U3U.'='1,   Since  old  hens  will  con- 
stitute a  lai',~er  p  .'oportion  of  sales  this  yncr   than  in  IS'+l*  the  .p.ver.aqe 
vreij^ht  per  bird  slau.c;ht£red  prohahly  will  he  si{':nif icantly  hea.vier  than 
average.  With  connercial  hroil-^rs  anr"  nonf.irn  i:r'~>ducti'~'n  added  to  the 
slaughter  of  fa^rn  chickoiis,  total  production  of  chicken  nea^t  in  the  United 
States  nay  ho  about  1*5  percent  lart;or  than  l^st  ye^r.   This  will  provide 
the  largest  tot-^-l  ''nd  r:or   ca.pita  supply  on  record. 

Demand  for  Meat  Mkely  to  ?e 
Strong  During  All"  of  l^M. 

Although  jroduction  of  bosf ,  r^ork,  lanb,  and  i.iutton  in  19*^3  '^"^H  he  the 
largest  on  record,  the  p^os^-cctive  total  der.and  fron  civilians,  lend-lease, 
and  the  armed  forces,  at  ceiling  prices,  exceeds  the  likely  supply  by  about 
3  billion  pounds.   This  shortage  will  increase  the  denrnd  for  chicken,  and  as 
a  result  chicken  prices  -are  likely  to  continue  at  levels  favorable  to  farmers. 
Should  ceilings  bo  established  on  chicken  prices  at  about  present  levels  the 
stronger  demand  would  be  reflected  in  the  desire  of  consumers  to  take  larger 
oua.ntities  than  thpy  would  if  trices  continued  t"i  advance.  The  rcla.tionship 
between  prices  of  young  chickens  and  feod  costs  probably  would  continue 
favorable  for  farm.,rs  even  though  ceilings  were  established,  since  adi'^^nces 
in  feed  prices  in  the  rext  year  will  he  limited  ^oy   the  record  supply  of  feed. 

Record  Conmercial  Broiler  Output  in  Prospe 


In  response  to  hi.'her  prices  production  of  cor.u:ercial  broilers  is  con- 
tinuing to  increase  relative  to  a  year  ago.   The  number  of  chicks  ha,tched  by 
commercial  hatcheries,  mostly  for  broiler  production,  was  If   percent  or  3 
nillion  head  larger  this  Au.Tiist  thrai  last.  On  September  1  the  number  of  chicks 
hooked  for  f-ature  delivery  v.-as  32  r.ercent  IrrTcr  than  a  year  earlier.   These 
data  indicate  that  com.mercial  '^roller  production  is  increasing  more  than  usual 
for  this  tim.c  of  year.  .Vlthou-'h  the  seasonal  pe-'ic  in  marketings  cf  commercial 
broilers  usually  occurs  in  April  ")r  l.iay,  opero.tions  for  19^3  ^-^^   likely  to  be 
more  nearly  constant  than  over  bef "■re,  since  prices  pro^\ably  rail  be  favorable 
throughout  the  year,  A  materially  1-u'  -er  out-^ut  is  in  prospect  for  19^3» 


SiDPTljIIIBL'?.  1042  -  8  - 

Raisinr;  of  Pall  Hutched  Chicks  on  Gerore.l 
P^J'^s  Boing  Encouraged 

To  angxaent  the  p^cspectivo  supplies  of  moat  for  civilian  uso,  the 
Secretary'  of  A,";rict'.lturc  annonncod  on  Septonber  16'  tho  desirability  of 
raising  fall  ht.tched  chickc  on  r^cnerol  farns.   3y  utilizinr  o:iisling  brooder 
houses  aiid  other  prodv'c'.j.on  euuiynent  not  norralDy  vsed  to  co.paci b;''  during 
this  season  a  considerable  number  of  fall  totched  chiclrs  could  be  produced. 
This  program  could  be  cr.rried  out  especially  well  in  Southern  suctions  vriiere 
fall  hatched  birds  could  bo  woll  fen-thorod  beforo  cold  vraathor  comes.   By 
starting  about  half  as  nany  cl^iclrs  per  brooder  house  as  practiced  in  raising 
chicks  for  layin?;  purposes,  young  birds  can  be  raised  to  mr..r':otable  size  of 
not  less  than  3  poundSj.  live  v/eight,  without  overcrowding  or  uso  of  additional 
housos. 

For  efficient  operation  of  this  program  the  follov/ing  five-point  plan 
wds  incl\ided  iri  the  tmnouncemcnt  by  tho  Secretary:   "(l)  Increased  hatchery 
outputs  at  this  season  in  lino  with  de.asnd  for  chicks,  (2)  Adoption  of  a 
mrma^emant  prog;rai!i  to  meet  cold  v/eather  production  problens,  (3)  Feedinf  to 
utilize  feed  wheat  and  ve^ietable  oil  meals  of  Vvdiich  there  are  j;reatly  in- 
creased supplies,  (4)  Gf.nitation,  and  (S)  Utilization  of  existing  ocuipment 
and  facilities." 

Conditions  FavcriLlo  for  Increased  Chicken 
Production  on  f'ari.i?rTn  1945     " 

Prices  of  ho  b]i  e-^j-.s  cid   chickens  are  lil'ely  to  continue  favorable       \ 
relative  to  feed  costs  well  into  194-3.  As  a  result,  some  fui'ther  increase 
may  occur  in  the  nuraber  of  c}iickons  raised  on  general  farms.   In  some  sections  1 
of  the  co-r'trvj  ocpecially  central  States  in  the  llidwestern  area,  poultry      | 
housing  iO.oilities  will  be  filled  to  capacity  from  this  year's  clriuken  crop. 
Bat  in  nany  areas,  there  is  room  for  some  further  increases.   It  is  likely 
that  in  all  ai-cas  at  least  as  many  chickens  will  be  raised  as  in  1942  to 
provide  for'nomal  replacements  in  laying  flocks.   In  addition,  the  numbers 
raised  after  the  r.ornal  hatchinr;;  season  for  Meat  production  probably  will  be 
large. 

Bgg  Production  to  Incrj(j.so 
Further  in  19J:g 

./ith  about  10  percent  more  chickens  raised  on  farms  tliis  year  than  in 
1941  and  a  continued  fav-irablo  egg-feed  price  ratio  in  prospoct,  numbers  of 
layers  on  farms  at  the  beginning  of  1943  will  be  from  G  to  8  percent  larger 
than  at  the  bogi:Tning  ci  1942.   The  rate  of  lay  per  bird  in  1943  vri.th  favor- 
able prices  in  prospect  probably  will  be  little  different  from  the  rate  for 
1942,  assuming  normal  vreather.   The  incror.se  in  total  egg  production  next 
year  over  1942  thus,  may  be  about  tho  sfm.(i   as  tlie  increase  in  layers* 
Supplies  for  civilian  consum.ption  may  bo  little  different  fror.i  last  yoar, 
howe-"-cr,  since  increased  quantities  probably  will  be  needed  for  lend-lease, 
armed  forces,  and  hatching. 

ilany  of  the  eggs  purchased,  for  lend-lease  and  armed  forces  vrill  be  in 
dried  form.   The  cauo.city  of  drying  plants  noi7  in  operation  is  about  315 
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million  pounds,   based  on  300   days   operation  of  20  to  2ii   hoiu-s  per  d;iy.      In 
addition  to   cover  anticipated  requirements,  materials   have  been  allocated 
for  expanding  frci].ities  another   110  million  pounds. 

Egr;  Prices  Likely  to  Continue  Favorable 

The  effect  on  prices   of  any  larger   supply  of  egrc  for   civilians   no;:t 
year  is   lilrcly  to  be  more  than  offset  by  stronger  consvjaer   demand.      If  price 
increases   are   Irnited  b'    Govem-ment   control  the   increased  denund  will  be 
rofloctod  in  a  desire  to   talre   larger  quantities  than  otheri-dse. 

Since   parity  prices  for  ejr-s   are  adjusted   for   seasonal  variation,    a 
further   increase    in   e^:™  prices  vrould  be  possible  durin:",  the   remainder  of 
1942   even  thou^jh  coilin;^s  in   lino  vith  the  President's   anti-inflation  pro^rsji 
wore  nade  effective   in  tiio   i:n;.iodiE;te   future.      In  raid-Au-;;;ust  the  parity  price 
for   ef;;rs  iras   31o7  cents- per  dozen  whereas  the   avoraf^e  price   reooivod  by 
farmers' for  e;;;fE  ■',:as  32,2   cents   per   dozen.      If  the   index  of  prices  paid  by 
farmers,    includdn-^   interest   and  taxos,    re^^ains   at  tlie  jLU^.ust   level  of   152, 
parity  prices   for  er'js   in  the   United  Gtatos  during  the    last  o  months   of  this 
year  r/ould  be  as   :?cllo\-':z:      October  41.5  cents,  lIovo7ibGr  46.1   cents   and 
December  40^2   cents. 

Cash  Income  From  Poultrv  in  1942 
;  Larrest  on  Record 

Because  of  hi,;h  fam  prices  for  chickens  tmd  e^'s  -  the  high.est  since 
1929  and  1920  respectively  -  and  v/ith  large  sr.los,  cash  income  from  poultry 
in  1942  vdll  be  tr^e  larpiest  on  rvjcord.   The  incroasc  in  income  has  been  much 
more  than  sufficient  to  offset  increased  production  costs.   In  1943,  because 
of  larger  volume  and  higlier  avera- e  r^rices  tlian  in  1942,  cash  income  vj-ill 
establish  another  nsv;  high.   Income  from  turkeys  vdll  be  up  considerably  this 
year  over  last  primarily  because  of  higher  prices. 

Supplies  of  Turkeys  About  the  Same  as 
Lest  Fall 

The   number   of  turkeys  raised  this  year  is  much  bclov;  earlier  ex- 
pectations.    Last  February  producers   indicated  tl^at   they  intended  to   start 
8  percent  more  poults    in  1D41.      The   increased  niJimber   apparently  vra.s   started; 
since  8  percent  more  poults  7rere   hatched  by'  cori^nercial  hatcheries.      However, 
cold  iret  woath.er   in  the  c^rly  spring  months,   especially  in  the  Iddv/est, 
resulted   in  unusually  heaver  deatli  losses.     According  to  preliminary  estiraates 
th.o   number   of   turlreys   raised. this   year  will  be   33,786,000  head,    l' percent  more 
than  last  year,   but   1  percent   less  than  the   record   1940   crop. 

Tot.-.l   slaughter   su.pplies   of  tu.rkoys    in  the   United   States   in  1942  rrill 
be   little  different   from  supplies   in  1941,      But  v.dth  stronger  consumer  demand 
prices   are  materially  high.or.     Wholesale   prices   of  dressed  young  turkeys  at 
}]o\7  York  City   in  recent  weeks   have   averaged  about   30   percent   higher  than  a 
year  ago. 

The   average   hatcld.ng  d:..te   for  turkeys  nus  early  this  year  and  as  a 
result  the  birds  apparently  will  bo  narketud  earlier  -this   fall  than  last. 
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About  54  porcont   of  tiro  crop   is   irtordod  by  prodv.cors  to  be   cold   in  November 
or  e:.rlier   conipured  with  48  percent  last  year.     The  proportion  iic^rhetod  for 
Ciiristnus  txnd  IJei,/  Year  is   likely  to  be   snallor  than  in  1941, 

fe:^d  cuppLi'^ti  Ai^ir  prices 

Supilies  of  food  concoiitrutes,  including,  food  v>^eat  and  the  large 
supplies  of  byproduct  feeds  in  prospect,  ure  estimated  to  be  9  percent  above 
the  record  supply  in  1941-42  but  to  be  about  the  sarae  in  rel-^tion  to  the 
nunbor  of  livoFtook  on  farns.   The  corn  supply  is  likely  to  be  about  3.5 

billion  bushels,  by  far  the  l^rrost  on  record, 

Sup'^lios  of  atii^^il  protein  fords  including  skim  milk  probably  vrill 
not  be  any  larr.er  in  1-343  than  in  1942  and  tho  supply  of  these  feeds  per 
animal  unit  will  be  tho  smallost  in  recent  ygars.   Supplies  of  oilcakes  and 
meals,  on  tho  othor  hand,  are  likely  to  bo  about  40  percent  larger  in  1942-43 
than  in  ,1941-42,   Some  producers  of  hojs  and  poultry  •'A-ill  find  it  n'^cessary 
to  increase  the  utilization  of  those  feeds  to  offset  the  deficit  of  tankage, 
fish  meal,  fjid  other  animal  protein  foods. 

Feed  Ci'"-ii'^  prices  have  incroasod  about  15  percent  during  the  past  year. 
and  about  75  percent  since  the  bo'^innin"-  of  the  v-rar.  Prices  of  byproduct 
feeds  and  mixed  poultry  fesds  have  increased  similarly.   Some  further  in- 
crease in  feed  prices  is  in  pi'ospcct  for  the  coming  yoo-i",  hut  the  extent  of 
increase  Vidll  ue  linitod  by  lar^e  supplies  of  fe-^d,  includin.'^  food  \ThGat, 

CKIGIIEU  Ai;B  TUniSY  I.o   CU3STITUTES  FOR  OTHER  ililATS 

Production  of  beof,  per]:,  Icaab,  and  mutton  lii^s  been  running  the 
largest  on   record.   Tot.il  sup^ilios  of  those  ri03.ts  in  1943  vfill  bo  materially 
larger  than  th^y  v/ero  in  1942,   Despite  the  record  output  in  prospect, 
ho\TOVor,  consum;.'rs  would  be  \irillin3  to  purchase  much  greater  quantities,  at 
prevailing  coilin"-"  prices,  than  irill  be  available  o.ftor  sup  Ij/'ing  our  armed 
forces  and  needs  of  our  Allies.   Under  these  -circunstancos  there  will  be  a 
marked  increase  in  the  consvufier  donand  for  moat  substitutes. 

Prices  of  neat  products  change  fairljr  uniformly  as  the  total  consumer 
demand  for  meat  changes.   Tlic  extent  to  vriiich  consuiners  substitute  one  protein 
food  for  another  is  determined  largely  by  the  relationships  betvreen  prices  of 
such  foods.   The  relationship  between  retail  prices  of  roasters  and  all  meats 
is  Si.'ovm  :n  the  cl-iart  on  the  cover  page  of  this  report.   Since  the  consumer 
demand  for  poultry  is  relatively  more  elastic  than  for  most  other  meats,  a 
given  increase  in  consi^Mcr  income  results  in  a  proportionately  larger  advance 
in  poultry  prices,  assvjiing  constant  supplies.   If  prices  remain  constant, 
the  increase  in  the  quantity  taken  will  bo  relatively  larger  for  poultry  than 
for  most  other  meats. 

With  ceiling  prices  in  effect  for  aost  of  tho  "red"  meats,  tiie  in- 
creased consumer  demand  this  year  is  being  reflected  in  the  desire  to  take 
larger  quantities  of  such  moats.   But  since  the  quantities  are  limited  and 
price  advances  have  ceased  to  be  a  controlling  f?  ctor  in  tho  distribution  of 
supplies  among  consumers,  it  may  bo  necoss^.ry  to  ration  supplies  among 
buyers.  Under  such  circumstances,  consumers  vdll  buy  substitutes  ^.rith  loss 
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rogcrd  to  price  ralationsLins  than  in,  normal  timoc.  Hence,  the  incroaso  in 
demond  for  poultry  vjlll  ho  ,'~;r3'it,or  tht.n  it  i.ould  be  if  cupplios  of  "red"' 
Kieats  vcrc  anplo. 

..Production  of  poultry  products  roppoiida  more  reo.dily  to  chan,n;es  in 
demand  and  prices  than  nost  other  l.ivestcck  enterpriser,  j  ^nl^ko  o'cler 
cojirnodities  for  which  stocks  are  carried  over  fr'"'.!  one  year  to  another  in 
varj'in,';;  amounts,  stoc]:s  of  poultry  vary  only  sli[^htly  from  year  to  year' and 
the  amount  consiCTod  ic  ahou.t  o-;;uivalont  to  production.   In  recent  years, 
chicken  and  turkey  production  h.as  .increased  greatly  in  response  to  favorable 
prices.   The  per  capita  consumption  of  the^o  laeats  is  now  by  far  the  largest 
on. record.   This  is  helping  to  satisfy  the  ctron'^^er  conFunor  demand  for  all 
moats.   In  1942  the  per  capita  eonsumpt :  on  of  chicken  and  turkey  in  the 
United  Qtates  will  be  from  26  to  27  pouiids  conparbd  i/ith  about  2-i  pounds  in 
1941,  and  22  pounds  in  ir36-40.   On  a  dresrjed  and  dravrn  basis  (ready  for  the 
table)  these  quantities  \.ould  be  equivalent  to  a.bout  21  pounds,  ID  pounds 
and  17  pounds,  respectively. 

Further  Increases  in  Poultry 
Producti.in  Posioblo 

Poultry  production  p.robably  could  be  i:icreasod  much  further.   Meat 
supplies  could  be  au.7.iiented  b;,'-  as  much  as  5  or  6  poands  per  capita,  dressed 
and  drawti  bTsic,  annually,  per  porsoji,   I'omc  ircreasc  in  ortp'i.t  of  poultry 
meat  is  likely  as  a  rcsu.it  of  tl^  price  incuritivo  alone,  r^r.d   further  increases 
could  be  K.ade  by  additional  jf.fort, 

A  material  increase  in  poultry  production  could  be  accomiplished  by 
utilising  more  conplotoly  e:dstinf;  poultry  raisin^''  facilities.   In  the  past, 
commercial  broiler  operations  have  been  hea-'^-iest  in  the  winter  ard  spring 
when  iiales  of  chicl'ens  from  .r,oneral  farms  are  lis-^nt  and  prices  are  at  a 
seasonal!;.-  high  levele   Sales  of  commercial  broilvirs  have  been  lowest, 
seasonally,  in  tlie  late  sum;;er  and  e:'..rl'.'  fall.   Since  birds  raised  under  the 
specialized  conditions  of  commercial  broiler  production  roach  marketable  size 
in  about  12  v/eolrs,  as  miny  us  4  broods  i.ioy  be  raised  a   year.   Producers  in 
some  localities  have  raised  only  one  brood  a  year  wiiilo  in  other  sections 
operations  hiavo  been  carried  on  at  near  ca-oaoity.   In  1941  as  a  whole,  163 
■million  broilers  v;ore  produced,  but  o::istinr;  facilities  probably  were  not 
operated  much  beyond  50  percent  of  c  pacity,   hy  opei-atir"  at  full  capacity 
275  million  broilois,  or  more,  could  be  produced  in  a  year™  a  necessary 
condition  to  continued  full  operation  wou.ld  be  the  reduction  .or  olimination 


Comercial  broiler  production  is  concentrated  in  the  Delavj-pre-IIaryland- 
Virrinia  area  on  the  j'.tlantic  Gcaboard,  in  sections  of  the  southern  States, 
in  Indiana,  in  northvrost  .ivrkansas,  and  on   the  Pacific  Coast.   Eroiler  pro- 
duction, liowever,  has  increased  ;rcat]y  near  many  metropolitan  areas. 
Increased  cormercial  broiler  production  in  castor]:  sections  irould  necessitate 
the  movei.icnl:  of  larj'jer  q-iantibies  of  feed  fi-ori  surplus  feed  producing  areas, 
but  the  neat  so  produced  v;ould  be  relatively  close  to  corsuming  centers, 

Incro:..sed  production  of  chickens  on  general  far:.is,  over  and  above  that 
normally  resulting  from  raising  pullets,  also  could  be  achieved.   Such 
chickens  would  be,  for  tlio  most  pai-t,  raised  as  an  e::tra  br-ood  before  or 
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after  the  norn;.!  brood  for  flock  replacciaont  purposes.   3y  such  a  procedure 
tlic  birds  vrould  bo  n;;.r]:otcd  Icrf-cly  in  seasons  ■.rhcn  narLetin^s  of  that  class 
nornally  arc  li^ht,   Inureusod  production  on  ^cnoral  fr.rns  are  iiost  feasible 
in  the  Ilidyrost  r.'hero  food  supnlios  and  faiiily  labor  co.'. Id  be  utilized.   Iluch 
of  the  neat  coul  1  be  consuncd  in  urbi.n  centers  mthin  the  rc'_;ion» 

Prcspocts  Fcvorable  for  Incroc.sed 
TiiTkoy  Output" 

The  nu:iber  of  turkey  producers,  and  turkey  production,  could  be  in- 
creased in  vrostern  sections  of  the  "uTieat  Belt.   In  this  region  nomal  labor 
dein;"aids  vary  (greatly  betwoon  seasons  and  supnlies  of  '-rain  are  ample.   Severe 
competition  from  hoi^s  for  feed  and  labor  does  not  exist  as  in  the  Corn  Belt 
where  turkey  production  this  year  has  been  boloT  the  1941  level. 

Tur]'ey  production  could  be  increased  also  by  reducin,':  the  rate  of 

mortality  among  ^ro'iving  poults.   Overcrovfdinr  in  particular  should  be  avoided.  ! 

Starting  a  larre  nin.iber  of  poults  in  one  lot  maj^  result  in  small  total  output  j 

rather  than  an  incrersoj  i 


Any  material  expansion  in  turkeys  should  bo  encouraged  primarily  for 
starting  in  early  sv.nmor,  after  the  bulk  of  the  poults  are  started.  This 
makes  for  more  complete  utilization  of  breeding  stocks,  hatclierios  and  labor. 
Strain  on  i.ackin  ;  fL.ciiitios  clso  vould  be  lessoned  since  the  later  turkeys 
could  bo  narkoted  after  tlie  pea];  in  slaughter  of  other  poultry.  Prices  for 
yomig  tur]:eys  are  likely  to  continu.c  favorable  for  prodiicers  as  long  as  the 
strong  dej.iand  for  i.icat  continues. 

Young  C]:ickens  and  Tii.rkeys 
Hffic'  T'.t  Users  of  l^ced 

On  the  average  about  4  pounds  of  feed  are  needed  to  produce  a  pound  of 
young  chic]:en  and  4-l/2  pounds  for  1  poimd  of  ttirkey  (live  vraight  basis).   To 
produce  1  pound  of  liog  about  4-l/4  pounds  of  fsed  are  required.  A  hog  pro- 
duces m.ore  calories  per  uiiit  of  feed  tr.an  a  broiler,  but  on  the  basis  of  yield 
of  protein  the  chicken  is  superior.   Taking  these  two  criteria  together  there 
is  little  difference  betiveen  broilers  and  turkeys  on  the  one  hand  and  hogs 
on  the  ot'ior.  Ample  supplies  of  all  necessary  feed  ingredients  are  available 
and  prices  are  well  in  lino  Tj-ith  prospective  prices  of  poultry  meat.   Supplies 
of  feed  i.dicat  and  soybean  meal,  particularly,  v.dll  be  available  in  large 
quantities. 
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FARM  PRODUCTION  OF  EGGS.  CHICKENS.  TURKEYS.  AND 
COMMERCIAL  BROILERS.  UNITED  STATES.  1910-42 
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Figure  3 


CASH  FARM  INCOME  FROM  EGGS.  CHICKENS,  TURKEYS,  AND 
COMMERCIAL  EtROILERS,  UNITED  STATES.  1910-42 
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Figure  4 
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In  response  to  favorable  price  relationships,  rRou  6  to  8  percent  more  layers  are 

IN  prospect  for  1943,  AND  *  I T^  FAVORABLE  WEATHER  THE  RATE  OF  ESG  PRODUCTION  PER  BIRO 

probably  will  be  near  this  year's  level.  production  of  chickens  also  has  responded  to 
favorable  prices,  and  further  increases  in  both  chickens  and  turkeys  are  likely  in 
1943.  Supplies  of  feed  are  ample  and  family  labor  can  be  more  readily  utilized  in 

POULTRY  production  THAN  IN  MOST  OTHER  FARM  ENTERPRISES.   An  INCREASED  NUMBER  OF  TURKEY 
poults  WAS  STARTED  THIS  YEAR,  BUT  DEATH  LOSSES  WERE  UNUSUALLY  HEAVY  DUE  TO  COOL  AND 
WET  WEATHER. 


EGG-FEED  PRICE  RATIO,  UNITED  STATES.  1925-42 

(  DEVIATIONS  FROM   10    YEAR  AVERAGE  ) 
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Figure  5 


PRICES  RECEIVED  BY  FARMERS  FOR  EGGS.  CHICKENS.  TURKEYS. 
AND  DAIRY  PRODUCTS.  UNITED  STATES.  1910-42 
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The  EG6-rEED  price  ratio   is  likely  to  CONTINUE  FAVORABLE  FOR  EGG  PRODUCTION  0U»- 

INO  1943.  Prices  of  other  livestock  products  will  also  be  favorable,  however.  As  the 

WAR  PROGRESSES,  RELATIONSHIPS  BETWEEN  PRICES  OF  HOGS,  DAIRY  CATTLE,  POULTRY,  AND  EGGS 
•ILL  BECOME  INCREASINGLY  IMPORTANT  IN  DETERMINING  THE  ENTERPRISE  THAT  WILL  BE  EXPANDED 
MOST  IN  THE  FACE  OF  LIMITED  FEED  AND  LABOR  RESOURCES.   LaST  SPRING  HOG  PRICES  IN  THE 
HlOWEST  WERE  RELATIVELY  MORE  FAVORABLE  THAN  PROSPECTIVE  TURKEY  PRICES,  AND  THE  OUTPUT 
or  TURKEYS  WAS  REDUCED  SLIGHTLY  FROM  THE  1941  LEVEL.   HoG  PRICES  ALSO  HAVE  BEEN  HIGH 
RELATIVE  TO  PRICES  OF  CHICKENS  AND  EGOS,  BUT  WITH  SOME  UNUSED  POULTRY  HOUSING  FACILI- 
TIES AVAILABLE,  A  FURTHER  INCREASE  IN  CHICKEN  AND  EGG  PRODUCTION  IS  TAKING  PLACE.  THE 
KATE  OF  INCREASE  NEXT  YEAR,  HOWEVER,  MAY  NOT  BE  SO  GREAT  AS  IN  1942. 
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